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BERT BEEVERS–MEREDITH WILLS — EDUCATORS — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Member for Geraldton 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [12.57 pm]: Today I would like to acknowledge the enormous contribution 
made to education in the midwest by Bert Beevers and Meredith Wills. 
Bert came to Geraldton as director of what is now the Durack Institute of Technology in 2004. He has a 
background in training of some 30 years, but started in the workforce as a fitter and turner. During Bert’s time as 
director, Durack’s training delivery increased by 31 per cent, and the institute now delivers 280 qualifications in 
31 industry areas. Durack services a region that stretches north to Exmouth and east to Wiluna, and has some 
6 000 students. Bert oversaw some $40 million of improvements at Durack, and during his time the institute won 
many awards, including the WA Australian Training Awards’ Large Training Provider of the Year Award in 
2010. 
Meredith Wills started as director of Geraldton Universities Centre in 2005. It then had 51 students in six 
courses, and did not have a home of its own. GUC now has an attractive campus next to the CSIRO building. It 
has nearly 200 students studying in nine programs and has produced 187 graduates. Meredith is part of a team 
that has worked incredibly hard to make GUC an independent not-for-profit incorporated body, and then to 
switch to courses from Central Queensland University, the University of Southern Queensland and Charles Sturt 
University. I would like to thank Bert and Meredith for the enormous contribution they have made to the 
midwest and I wish them many happy years of retirement. They are a remarkable husband and wife team. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm  
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